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SIOUXSIE, BOOTSY, GENESIS, GABRIEL, 
DEVILLE, SUICIDE, BRANDX 


PHIL MOGG UFO:PIC BY CHALKIE DAVIES 


FO bassist Pete 
Way looks 
bemused. Black 
satin trousers 
dangling 


suggestively around his 
hips, the top half of his 
attractive stripped Y- 
fronts is visible for all to 
ponder over 


**T tell you Pete, 

underpants are naff,”’ 

vocalist Phil Mogg, 

round to proudly 

reveal the smooth, 
uninterrupted curves of his 
buttocks, injection-moulded 
{ito his own tight, bright red 
strides 

“You don’t want the kids 
to see that you're wearing 
pants onstage, do you?"" 
Mogg continues, “It'll ruin 
your credibility,”" 

“You think so, Phil?” 
Way asks. “Uh... OK, Pil 
change then.” 

Minutes later Way 
emerges, beaming, from 
behind the dressing room 
curtains clad in a different, 
natty black and white spotted 
outfit. No tell-tale underwear 
outlines in evidence this time, 
but truth to tell — what with 
his thin, lanky frame and 
angular face — the costume 
does make him look a little 
like a giraffe 

The rest of the band notice 

ay and start 
about the 


wasn't Way on the 
id of the cat calls, 
one else. The 
y'see, thrives on 
tured criticism, 
vith no small 


1 chaos 


age at Birmingham 
he various band 
rut their stuff in 
ar and 
t a hint of posey 
n. When Phil Mogg 
you and says, 
t worried about this 
w, Geoff,”” pointing 
tch area and 
g to a hosepipe 
amusing — no 
he words are 
a self- 
ashion that you 
ut crack a smile 
t that, on the 


} 


cxact opposite 
"s true to say 
cs they go a li 
ir pursuit of ‘a 


a extreme 
ties are many and varied 
t certainly a bunch of 

th Rush a while 
seem to have had 
share of 


tly, whenever the 

owed on during 

. Mogg and Way 
i concern themselves 

secing how many times 

could crawl back and 
forth along the front of the 
Stage without being detected 
Also, on various occasions, 
Way would dash out from 
the wings bearing a toolbox 
to spend an idle moment or 
two fixing Neil Peart’s 


PETE WAY blows o kiss while 


drumkit — even though there 
was nothing to fix, of course 
Then there was the tame 
when, to go with the 
cabo gowns 
Rush 2 ently wear to 
joemen chon in before the 
start of a show, the UFO 
members bought them cach a 
pair of fluffy carpet slippers 
and nailed them to the stage 
floor just before the band 
were duc to go on. Rush were 


Michael Schenker plays on exceedingly loud ruiter soto 


HILOSOPHY OF UFO, 


WHOSE TIME HAS COME. 
BARTON. 


GEOFF 


forced to play an entire st 
with these eippers muck in 
frost of then net only 
that, but after the show they 
were approached by a us 
sourmaia who was comvmncnd 
that the slippers held soene 
kind of mystical pyrahoies 


returning to the gag a 


Bir manghess, iets cavesdrop 
on an teres wah Pheri 
Moge 
Which went rather 

ty, acteally. th wats 

oor te Umea 
for a start, Sitting is WED 
Mags i= Lomdom's latest 
hencttimne phacr to go. the 
tatebcscut Peppercsst Park 
clone 20 Sounds” own 
pdosloasty overcrowded 
Cowees Garden offices 


too wel 


prabsborns 
Asmetie) @ 

tretbfally. a bit off guctong 
acd fonadlty the fact that wes, 


Cametic foxx 

Msying Up and everything 

soumded ibe a series of 
clligibie squawhs 

But anyway, bere we £0 
looking healthy ead 
suttanned (the result, 20 
doum, of having takes up 
temporary retidence in Los 
Angeies) Mogg professed 
extreme ratitfaction with the 
new UPO albus ‘Obsession’ 

Why ‘Obsession’? 

"No real reason,” Mogg 
rewoaled, "it's just that the 
tithe seemed pretty apt 
everything we do in the 
studio gets 40 involved, so 
intense, that it becomes, well, 
en obsession with us. We 
thought that it'd be at good a 
tithe as any ee 

At the time of my talking 
to Mogg | hadn't heard the 
LP, but now I have and I can 
feveal that it's a definite 
killer dilier: whilet retaining 
the traditional UPO quality 
of heavy rock combined with 
melody, there's a positive, 
inescapable American feel to 
it all 

In the past | hawen’t really 
rated part UPO product 
their four albums 
* Phenomenon’, ‘Force it’, 
"No Heavy Petting’ and 
"Lights Out’ (let's forget 
about ‘UPO 1', "UPO Land 
in Tokyo’, Mick Bolton, 
ot¢,, all that really bas 
nothing to do with today’s 
band) have comtistently failed 

the band’s 


tedeed, | wat well 
when the 


n everything you 
a UK 


ned/tastefe 


altars tc 


nacied met 
the real proved 
ening in thee f 
henker, abx 
be inter 


not that % 


Moga 15 


cbvicutly. wt 


| mean 
at with 
peer yhody porng om abost 
UPO eegbting: and 
this crare cos 

“ar advantage 
not abost to exploit & 
arytinng 

So bow Sd 
eth the muummt tn the fires 
lace? Through comtact sith 
extre-terrestria) being: or 
scemet hong heat & ammatac” 
“Sommetivimg leet Cr ematoc 
Tm afraid.” Mogg sand. “As 


irecal &,“( 3 to be 
et samtnt © cist 
somes here the 


Tomenhar t Road. We 
i> hang cat there @ lot 
the ttle eneoned thort 
candy ¢ war really a 
wmphe at tha 
The omy trowbile was that 
it wned to give prope the 
oprenion that ee wert some 
é of peycinedelic space 
rock band — stich we mever 
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PHIL MOGG:; singing, not Screaming 
Due 
T WAS a mighty fine 
evening, probably the best 
I’ve ever sen UFO play. 
Their sojourn in America 
has given them a tightness 
and stadium-stomping 
confidence that’s impossible 
to attain in this country, 


set, however. Yet another 
new tune (and a slowish one, 
at that) off ‘Obsession’, it 


around, thinking that he album — ‘Hot And Ready’, 
must be about the most ~*Pack It Up’ and ‘Cherry’, was reminiscent of Free with 
underrated heavy rock but the packed house took to Way’s bass suddenly gaining 
guitarist on the planet. them straight away, like they prominence over Andy 

Parker’s drums, driving the 


shattering, and I came away UFO boldly opened with 
ps O with my opinion turned right | three numbers off the new 
229 


I couldn’t for the life of me were old standards or 


E> R..07M PAGE 


tell you how proficient something. song in much the same way as : 
z ys 5 ¢ Schenker is as a The first two were short Andy Fraser’s used to do, although at the same time 
have been and never will be. Schenker mysteriously musician/ technician . . . all I and punchy — the formera And then there was Mogg and.to their credit the band 
Oh no? Well, although I returned to the fold and know is that he cuts a great chopping, lurching kind of singing, not screaming, and still retain a good deal of 
said to ‘forget about the stability returned. wae figure onstage, blond locks tune; the latter more bringing to mind Paul their honest, hard-working 
early days of UFO, this is too And like I said the guitarist contrasting with black cat streamlined and straight Rodgers in his pre-Bad and approachable UK 
Gen a enormity to beg realy sits out all the ‘i aut and thigh ee leather ahead — while ‘Cherry’ Company heyday. ‘“‘Iain’t no |. qualities. 
up: I have in my possessio: stops on “Obsession” — as he oots, Flying-V thrusting up successfully combined soft- baby,’”’ Mogg sang, ‘‘so get . 
an age-old UFO double did at the gig at Brum Town from between the legs—and | centred balladic leanings with | “out of my Gaa-aeey and The single rough ee : 
ff album package on Decca, Hallas well, in fact. that his playing moves me. hard-hitting heavy rock and the sustained note on ‘way’ noticed ante ati be he fee 
i sent to me by a reader (hi, And it isn’t even all out roll. soared way up and above the Se pleat bh 
Steve) which includes an LP ker-rang city, Schenker’s “Let It Roll’ (from ‘Force rest of the instrumentation in Ceeebay natedee wer 


y the name of ‘One Hour approach being exceeding! It’) was next up, followed b i ine- ; 
| Space Rock’, a track called ow ig Seta anes My notes run ‘fie x 5 tone To Love’ ‘ion C Lights vp Sore one decidedly ragged ue the only 
| The Coming Of Prince Speaking I've never gamut of breathless Out’, featuring an ace piano From here on it was hot truly valid criticism I can 

| fl Kajuku’ anda 26:30 epic Sins: bundle on enthusiasm, from intro from sere and nasty stuff all the way tikes nat ane yee 
| entitled ‘Flying’. Se se 5k s playing “‘powerchord’ (actually guitarist/ keyboardist Paul with ‘Natural Thing’, ‘Out ~ | !sertion ota ee 
= Understandably, Mogg pee BS written in capital letters, with | Raymond) and another new On The Streets’, ‘Doctor ballad into the set (not the 
was loath to talk about such a | Sounded rather cold and an exclamation mark) to number ‘Only You Can Rock Doctor’, ‘Lights Out’ and usual thing for me to suggest, 
formative period in the analytical to me, maybe ‘immaculate licks’ to ‘mellow | Me’, which was built around ‘Rock Bottom’, together with | know) would serve to pace 
band’s history, grunting “1 | because of his Deutsch solo’ . ... not. the most what sounded like an the encores ‘Tod Hot Too thingsa little better and give 
wasn’t happy about those background. : original descriptions in the archetypal Kiss riff (really). Handle’ (‘Written about the | the band spacer as! bk 
albums being released’’ and But Thursday night — world I know, but accurate “I Ain’t No Baby’ was bass player’s bum,’ claimed Pie Souk be 
Mogg) and ‘Shoot Shoot’. _an ideal choice). And of _ 


; seeming content to leave it at boyoboy —he wassenses- nonetheless. definitely the highlight of the 
lat. - 
Certainly, UFO’s early : 

career was fraught with trials 


course there were the grave 
tactical errors of not playing 
‘Boogie For George’ and not 


and tribulations (a 70 album Fy . ; [ r 
called ‘UFO 1” sold in excess ‘ wy : having dry ice or flashbombs 
of £2 million worth of copies Ess Ha 9 : t or strobe lights... 
worldwide, yet the group f PRES $y Although the original plan 
only received £400 in Ps was for me to-stay up in 
royalties for it) and their J 5 S <2 ie i 3 Birmingham until the 
career only really began to Pee : morning, I eventually ended 
take offin’74, with the oi : up pavelina Dick ie ict 
i i itari P x Z ? with the band’s publicist (hi, 
(devious) arrival of. guitarist ‘ 7 es - Richaich and steving atthe 


Michael Schenker from 

German outfit the Scorpions z Fé ary West London penthouse for 

and UFO’s subsequent ; ? w ey . the night. ries 

signing to Chrysalis records, Ps 3 However, it soun ‘oe 
As you probably know, : E the practical Jokes were stil 

UFO have had a few flying about thick and eS in 

problems with Schenker over : : ’ j i E Brum, long after I'd Sat 

the years — in fact the mam i : “ = asleep: at Jam Mogg woke up 

left the band in ’77 and E the aforementioned es 

seemingly disappeared off with € phone cal pom = 

the face of the earth fora what Fula one perae 

period of months; this just as saying ss at he sho 

“Lights Out’ was doing big in Bri na 

business in the States as well. Real fd deeb wee 

The band were forced to said the publicist the n 

draft in a replacement , day, “‘fancy waking me up at. 

axeman, Paul Chapman < a . t e suctian ungodly hour. What 

from Lone Star (What ever : ti ; an absolute enh ] 

happened to them? — Ed.) - Y a p , Y : AERDICiives, Se sete ; in 

(They’d turned jazz-rock, the ' Ke Na , be a in ae = aoe 

last I’d heard — G.B.) fora . e ‘< e 4 : P aS cana 

US tour .. . and then telationship.. 


